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fltlntller Sports New~~~;..:;;_~8~yp 
EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY, Charleston, ll 61920 
DAVID KIDWELL, Sports lnfONTI(Jtion Director 
OFFICE: (217) 581-2920 HOME: (217) 345-"166 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
CHARLESTON, IL--Last summer the October 30 Southern Illinois University football 
game loomed as the piggest of the year for Eastern Illinois University's Panthers. 
It's the week of that matchup and nothing has changed the outlook. 
The Panthers and Salukis kickoff Saturday at 1:30 p.m. in EIU's O'Brien Stadium. 
Eastern is 7-0-1, ranked 7th in NCAA I-AA and driving for a bid to the NCAA tourna-
ment. Southern Illinois, 4-4, is out of the race for a tournament spot but, since SIU 
is a former Division I team, the outcome of this game will receive close scrutiny by the 
NCAA I-AA selection committee. 
"We realize the impo1:1tance of this game but it's also another game where we feel 
we're the decided underdog," said coach Darrell Mudra. "Our players have done a remark-
able job the past month as we have played four or five straight tough opponents. We 
don't need to attach any additional importance to this one ••• our players are aware 
of the circumstances. It will take a supreme effort on our part." 
Assistant head coach Chuck Dickerson, who devises the offensive game plan, cited 
SIU's defense. "Florida State beat Southern 59-8 but Southern held them three times 
inside the ten yard line before turnovers and Florida's depth eventually took its toll. 
"If you hadn't known the score ahead of time, by looking at the film you'd swear 
Southern was ahead • • • and Florida State, as most people know, is not your everyday 
average major college team." 
Granville Butler, a high school teammate of EIU's Kevin Staple at Thornwood HS in 
suburban Chicago, is the Salukis leading defender at linebacker. He has 135 tackles 
including 67 solos. 
Offensively the Salukis are led by quarterback Rick Johnson who ranks in I-AA top 
20 total offense and has a good chance at breaking NFL great Jim Hart's SIU passing 
yardage record of 3779. 
-more-
EIU FOOTBALL 
ADD 1 
Three backs have rushed over 200 yards, Jeff Ware (263), Derrick Taylor (244) and 
Corky Field (239),however Staple's 783 is more than those three combined. 
Staple, who's ranked 15th in NCAA I-AA stats with a 98 yard average, needs to 
average just 77 yards over the next three games to reach the magic 1000 figure. He 
topped 2000 career yards last week, now standing at 2059. 
GAME NOTES 
THE SERIES: Southern Illinois leads the series 28-17-1. However, this is the first time 
Southern has played on Eastern turf since 1960. These two teams met each 
year from 1913 until 1961 but the series was stopped when the Salukis 
advanced to NCAA Division I. It was resumed in 1979 when EIU, then ranked 
No. 1 in Division II, eaked out a 22-14 win and extended its winning streak 
to 13 games. The Panthers returned in 1980 and almost pulled another upset 
losing 37-35 after coming from a 31-7 halftime deficit. QB Jeff Christensen 
had one of his best games as a sophomore throwing three TD passes to Scott 
McGhee, and Kevin Staple, a freshman then, returned a kickoff 80 yards for 
a TD. 
LAST WEEK: The Panthers defense intercepted two passes, recovered two fumbles, blocked 
one punt, forced two others to run out of punt formation and sacked the QB 
six times as EIU downed Western Illinois 31-7. QB Jeff Christensen (Gibson 
City) threw two TD passes and Kevin Staple (Markham-Thornwood) rushed for 
two TDs. 
SIU knocked off Indiana State 21-9 although the Sycamores had more total 
offense, 234-224. QB Rick Johnson completed 12 of 23 passes for 93 yards 
and set an SIU record of 288 career pass completions just ahead of Jim Hart's 
276. 
THE COACHES: EIU's Darrell Mudra, in his fifth year at EIU, is 43-14-1. In his 21st year 
overall he is 153-64-2, and ranks third among active I-AA coaches for most 
victories. 
SIU's Rey Dempsey, in his seventh year there, is 39-35. Overall he is 51-43 
in his ninth year. 
NINE STRAIQIT: EIU's 7-0-1 record gives the Panthers nine straight games without a loss 
dating back to last year. This equals the 1928 team which finished at 
7-0-1. The only better record was the 1914 squad which had an 8-0-1 mark. 
CHRISTENSEN RECORD: Jeff Christensen has set a career total offense record with 158 yards 
against Western Illinois. He now has 5254 yards topping Poke Cobb's 
5161 mark (1976-79). Christensen had 1314 as a sophomore, a single 
season school record 2626 last fall and has 1314 thus far this year. 
His other 1982 school records: 
Most Career Passes Attempted: 841 
Most Career Passes Completed: 419 
Most Career Touchdown Passes: 42 
-mnrlP-
EIU FOOTBALL 
ADD 2 
QB SACKS: The Panthers keep getting closer to setting a season quarterback sack record. 
ETU currently has 47, just five shy of the record 52 in 1979. Keith Wo1nowski 
(St. Anne-Kankakee BiRhop McNamarn) and \.re~ Duncan (Miami, FL-Killian), hoth 
defensive linemen, lead with 11~ and 10, respectively. 
DEFENSE: The defense, as a whole, continues to rank high in NCAA I-AA stats. The scorin~ 
defense is No. 7 at 10.4 and the rushing defense is No. 8 at 86.5 yards allowed. 
NCAA RANKING: EIU was ranked No. 12 in last week's NCAA 1-AA poll and with four of the 
11 teams ahead of it losing, the Panthers could crack the top 10 this week. 
EIU is one of just three undefeated I-AA teams left. 
LINEUP CHANGES: Bob Norris (Pittsfield), offensive guard out with pneumonia last week, 
is expected to return to the lineup this week. If not, Steve Martin 
(Schaumburg), chosen the offensive 'player of the game' last Saturday 
will continue to take his place. Darryon White (East St. Louis) is the 
starting halfback in place of the injured Wes Nixon. 
RUSH/PASS BALANCE: This is the best rush/pass balance of any of Darrell Mudra's five 
EIU teams. The totals for the last five years are as follows: 
Year Rush Pass Total Offense 
1978 192 233 425 
1979 236 126 362 
1980 129 247 376 
1981 105 258 363 
1982 171 168 339 
PASS RECEIVING: It's tough to focus on EIU receivers since none have caught more than 
MCC STANDINGS: 
20 but seven have over ten receptions. Kevin Staple leads the team with 
19 but Jerry Wright (Chicago-Collins) is the most productive with five 
TDs on just 13 receptions. 
TEAM OVERALL MCC POINTS 
Eastern Illinois 7-0-1 1-0-1 174-83 
Southwest Missouri 5-3 1-1 181-103 
Northern Iowa 3-3-1 2-0-1 117-131 
Western Illinois 1-6 0-3 90-196 
Today's Games: Northern Iowa at Nevada-Reno 
Western Illinois at Northern Michigan 
Southwest Missouri hosts Nicholls State 
-30-
.1. 
RUSHING 
Kevin Staple 
Wes Nixon 
Darryon White 
Tyrone Davis 
Jeff Christensen 
Pat Blair 
Jerry Wright 
Booker Brown 
EIU TOTALS 
OPPONENTS 
PASSING 
Jeff Christensen 
EIU TOTALS 
OPPONENTS 
PASS RECEIVING 
Wes Nixon 
Kevin Staple 
Roger Holoman 
Darryon White 
Jim Schmidt 
Jerry Wright 
Dirk Androff 
Pat Blair 
Tyrone Davis 
Roy Ellis 
EIU TOTALS 
OPPONENTS 
PUNTING 
Don Manzke 
EIU TOTALS 
OPPONENTS 
RETURNS 
Wes Nixon 
Darryon White 
Randy McCue 
Kevin Staple 
Gary Bridges 
Brian Newby 
Charlie Person 
Booker Brown 
Chris Nicholson 
Roger Holoman 
Dan Fallon 
EIU TOTALS 
OPPONENTS 
SCORING 
Kevin Staple 
Wes Nixon 
Darryon White 
Dave Strauch 
Jeff Christensen 
Dirk Androff 
Jerry Wright 
Pat Blair 
EIU TOTALS 
OPPONENTS 
1982 EASTERN'•"..:LLINOIS UNIVERSITY FOOTBALL STATJ:AlCS (7-0-1) 
G 
8 
7 
8 
6 
8 
5 
8 
5 
8 
8 
ATT 
168 
92 
32 
23 
57 
3 
2 
1 
378 
342 
GAIN 
864 
389 
161 
90 
148 
36 
1 
1689 
1183 
LOST 
-sr 
38 
6 
4 
181 
10 
320 
491 
NET 
783 
351 
155 
86 
-33 
36 
-10 
1 
1369 
692 
P/GAME 
97.9 
50.1 
19.4 
14.3 
7.2 
0.2 
171.1 
86.5 
P/CARRY 
4.7 
3.8 
4.8 
3.7 
12.0 
1.0 
3.6 
2.0 
TD 
6 
2 
1 
9 
5 
LONG 
88(YSU) 
31(ISU) 
3/+(WSU) 
14(WIU) 
31(ISU) 
15(AKR) 
1(WIU) 
88(YSU) 
26(WIU) 
G 
8 
CPL 
103 
ATT 
217 
INT YDS 
u 1347 
PCT 
.475 
P/GAMF. 
168.4 
P/CPL 
13.1 
TD 
12 
LONG 
52(ISU) 
8 
8 
103 
109 
217 
216 
11 1347 
11 1418 
.475 
.505 
168.4 
177.3 
13.1 
13.0 
6.2 
6.6 
12 
4 
52(ISU) 
45(ISU) 
G 
7 
8 
8 
8 
7 
8 
8 
5 
6 
1 
8 
8 
REC 
15 
19 
14 
13 
10 
13 
5 
10 
3 
1 
103 
109 
YDS 
207 
99 
207 
191 
130 
295 
35 
160 
16 
7 
1347 
1418 
P/CATCH 
13.8 
5.2 
14.8 
14.7 
13.0 
22.7 
7.0 
16.0 
5.3 
7.0 
13.1 
13.0 
P/GAME 
29.6 
12.4 
25.9 
23.9 
18.6 
36.9 
5.0 
32.0 
2.3 
7.0 
168.4 
177.3 
TD 
2 
1 
5 
3 
1 
12 
4 
LONG 
30(WSU) 
21(IND) 
34(WSU) 
52(ISU) 
18(WSU) 
58(AKR) 
11 (WSU) 
23(AKR) 
7(WIU) 
7(WSU) 
58(AKR) 
45(ISU) 
TEAM TOTALS 
First Downs 
by rushing 
by passing 
by penalty 
TOTAL OFFENSE 
per game 
total plays 
yds. p/play 
PENALTY/YDS 
FUMBLES/LOST 
EIU 
140 
78 
59 
3 
2716 
339.5 
595 
4.6 
56/571 
13/7 
OPP 
128 
47 
67 
14 
2110 
263.7 
558 
3.8 ' 
43/366 
17/11 
NET 
G NO YDS AVE RET NET AVE LONG SCORE BY QUARTERS 
8 53 2133 4"0:2 ill 202'0 38.1 63(Ysu) 
8 53 2133 40.2 113 2020 38.1 63(YSU) 
8 62 2317 37.4 226 2091 33.7 66(YSU) 
G KO 
7 8 
8 2 
8 
8 2 
7 
7 
8 
5 4 
8 
8 1 
8 
8 17 
8 32 
YDS AVE 
184 23.0 
34 17.0 
36 18.0 
70 17.5 
17 17.0 
341 20.1 
674 21.1 
TD LONG PT 
43(NEMO) 5 
18(WIU) 
18(YSU) 
23(WSU) 
17(IND) 
3 
4 
3 
18 
1 
1 
43(NEMO) 35 
38(IND) 25 
G TD PAT/K PAT/R-P FG SAF 
8 6 
7 4 
8 1 
8 16-20 10-15 -
8 1 
8 3 1 
8 5 
5 1 
YDS 
6o 
1 
29 
-4 
110 
10 
20 
226 
113 
POINTS 
36 
24 
6 
46 
6 
20 
30 
6 
EIU 17 69 43 45 - 174 
OPP 17 44 3 19 - 83 
AVE TD 
12.0 
0.3 
7.3 
6.1 
10.0 
20.0 
6.5 
4.5 
LONG 
41(WSU) 
1 (UNI) 
13(ISU) 
38(UNI) 
10(WSU) 
20(WSU) 
41 (WSU) 
12(!SU) 
8 21 16-20 1 10-15 -
8 9 8-9 7-13 -
174(21.8 ppg) 
83(10 .4 ppg) 
DEFENSIVE STATISTICS 
BLOCKS 
G T AT SACKS (YDS) TFL (YDS) FF FR INT/YDS/TD FG PAT PASS PUNT 
Bill Mines i 39 61 3(-34) 2(-6) 3 1 
Gary Bridges 7 12 6 1(-9) 2-19-0 1 
Robert Williams 8 45 33 
Greg Duncan 8 39 29 10(-88) 5(-15) 1 1 
Elvin Carmichael 8 33 18 5(-35) 5(-14) 2 
David Fergurson 8 16 27 ~(-34) 2(-7) 1 2 
Ortega Jackson 8 15 27 1(-7) 1(-3) 1 4 2-30-0 
Randy McCue 8 23 15 2 4-19-0 1 
Chris Nicholson 8 27 21 5~(-56) 4(-13) 1 1 
Reggie Taylor 6 33 24 4~(-33) 1(-6) / '\ 
Keith Wojnowski 8 37 20 11~(-100) 8(-26) 1 1 2 l 
Charlie Person 8 19 11 ,_~ 1(-2) .;'2•3-0 
Dan Fallon 6 10 7 1 
Tyrone Covington 7 14 20 1(-10) 1(-4) 2 1-20-0 
Al Jennil',lP 5 1 2 
Joe MitChell 1 1 
Reggie Drew 7 10 6 ..;. 1 
Woody Shaw 1 1 1 1(-3) 
Mike Angland 4 1 1 1(-5) 
KEY: T (Solo Tackles) AT (Assisted Tackles) SACKS (QB Only) TFL (Tackles for Loss) FF (Forced Fumbles) 
FR (Fumble Recoveries) 
1982 RESULTS (7-0-1, 1-Q-1) 
27 14 ILLINOIS STATE (8200) 
18 17 NORTHEAST MISSOURI (7000) 
27 0 WAYNE STATE (7200) 
10 10 at Northern Iowa* (10,276) 
27 23 at Youngstown State (8895) 
18 0 AKRON (10,631) 
16 12 at Indiana State (15,471) 
31 7 at Western Illinois* (10,399) 
Oct. 30 SOUTHERN ILLINOIS 
Nov. 6 at Southwest Missouri* 
Nov. 13 KENTUCKY STATE (Parents Weekend) 
* Mid-Continent Conference 
~ 
